
Seasonal Festivals
Introduction: Advent, which is the Christian season of preparation for 
Christmas day, occurs from Sunday December 1st to Tuesday December 
24th this year (2019). Hanukkah, a Jewish festival, begins on Sunday evening 
December 22nd and ends on Monday evening December 30th (2019). 

Topical Articles | Celebrity Profiles | Free Online Content 
Competitions and Prizes | Interviews & more...

Resource for Religion Studies

re:link
December 2019

relink.messenger.ie

 
Religious Religious    Dates 2019 What it Important Festival 
Festival Groups  signifies Symbols
 
Advent/ Roman Catholics/ December  The season of • Advent Wreath  
Christmas  Christians 1st-24th/25th preparation for and • Advent Calendar  
   celebration of the birth • Christmas crib   
   of Jesus Christ
       
Hanukkah  Judaism December Commemorates the • Menorah   
  22nd-30th rededication of the second • Dreidel   
   Temple in Jerusalem

 Advent and Hanukkah Overview:
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Advent Wreath
Advent wreaths are circular, rep-
resenting God’s infinite and eter-
nal love, and are usually made of 
evergreen leaves, which represent 
the hope of eternal life brought by 

Jesus Christ. The candles on the 
Advent wreath symbolize 

hope, love, joy and peace. 
• Candle one (purple) 

represents hope. It 
is often called the 
prophets’ candle.
• Candle two (purple) 
represents peace. It is 
often called the angels’ 

candle.
• Candle three (pink) 

represents joy. It is often 
called the shepherds’ candle.

• Candle four (purple) rep-
resents love. It is often called the 
Bethlehem candle.
• The central candle (white) of the 
wreath represents Jesus’ light com-
ing into our world. 

Advent and Christmas 
During the season of Advent, Ro-
man Catholics and other Christian 
churches symbolically prepare for 
the coming of Jesus Christ. It is the 
religious season where the nativity 
story is retold and remem-
bered, in mass each 
week and in other 
carol services. On 
the four Sundays 
preceding Christ-
mas, a candle is 
lit on the Advent 
Wreath, each 
with its own spe-
cial meaning. (See 
below). Advent fin-
ishes on Christmas 
Eve. The final white 
candle, in the centre of the 
advent wreath is lit. On Christmas 
day it is traditional for families to go 
to Mass or church services and then 
celebrate a special meal, where gifts 
are exchanged. 
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***Important Note***
Thanksgiving, which is also mainly celebrated in the 
United States and Canada occurs in October/November 
(November 28th 2019 in USA). Thanksgiving is a time of 
being thankful for the harvest and other blessings of that 
year and is celebrated in many homes by family/friend 
gatherings, special decorations and a meal. Although some 
churches have Thanksgiving ceremonies, it is not a religious 
holiday as such. 

Other countries which celebrate Thanksgiving include Germany, Korea and 
Japan. Thanksgiving may be confused with other religious festivals such as 
Hanukkah and Christmas, which occur shortly afterwards.
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Advent Calendars:
Advent Calendars are often used in 
Christian homes to have their own 
symbolic build up to the birth of 
Christ on Christmas day. Advent Cal-
endars take many forms, but the idea 
is that each day of advent is revealed, 
and a special message about Christ-
mas or a treat can be found inside, all 
in anticipation of Christmas day. 

Hanukkah:
Hanukkah is the Jewish Festival of 
Lights which remembers the reded-
ication of the second Jewish Temple 
in Jerusalem, Israel. Hanukkah is 
the Hebrew and Aramaic word for 

dedication and lasts for eight days. 
On each of the eight nights of Hanuk-
kah, a candle is lit on a special candle 
holder called a menorah. A special 
candle, or servant candle is used to 
light the other candles. This candle is 
often in the centre of the other can-
dles and is slightly higher in position. 
A special blessing is said before or af-
ter lighting the candles and a special 
hymn is often sung. The menorah is 
put in the front window of houses so 
people passing can see the lights and 
remember Hanukkah. Hanukkah is 
also a time for giving and receiving 
gifts and this is often done on each 
night. Special games are also played 
during Hanukkah, the most popular 
of which is called dreidel. A dreidel 
is a four-sided spinning top, each 
letter on the side of the dreidel has a 
symbol written in Yiddish or Hebrew 
and when the players deposit coins, 
nuts or chocolates they can be won by 
an individual or the group. 
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Send us a drawing of you and your family 
or friends celebrating a religious festival, 

like Christmas or Hanukkah 

Send your entry to 
DECEMBER RE:LINK COMPETITION,
The Sacred Heart Messenger, 
37 Lower Leeson Street, 
Dublin 2. 
Please include your name, age & school. 
Closing date: 24th of the month.

Get in touch

WINNER 

RECEIVES A 

VOUCHER 

WORTH C30

01 775 8523

relink@messenger.ie

@RelinkMagazine

facebook.com/relink

relink.messenger.ie
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Competition
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RE: Word (search): 
Can you find in the 
grid all the words 
below that remind 
us what Advent/
Christmas and 
Hanukkah have in 
common with each 
other?

CANDLES
CELEBRATE 
FAMILY 
GATHERING 
GIFTS
RELIGIOUS 
REMEMBER 
TREATS
WINTER
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